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Abstract 
 

 

 Fatality rates are higher in mobile and manufactured homes (MMH) than in permanent site-

built homes during tornadoes. The physical processes driving the enhanced fatality rates have not 

been fully explored, but must be understood to drive effective mitigation measures. Over a two 

year period from 2019 to 2020, detailed forensic assessments were conducted of tornado damage 

to mobile and manufactured homes in Alabama. These post-tornado studies were analyzed to 

evaluate the relative performance of common MMH anchorage systems. Experimental tensile 

testing was conducted on tie-down straps collected from field samples. Finally, a numerical model 

was developed using the commercial software SAP2000 to perform a parametric assessment of the 

demand on common anchorage systems in MMH. Overall, the study finds that a primary driver of 

the high fatality rates is the typical failure sequence of these homes. MMH usually experience 

anchorage failures prior to any other structural failures, resulting in an increased risk of rolling or 

lofting. The brittle anchorage failures lead to complete destruction of the superstructure at low 

wind speeds, increasing the likelihood of fatalities occurring. This study finds that several factors 

contribute towards this non-ideal failure sequence, including defective tie-down straps, premature 

ground anchor pullout, inadequate code requirements, and the increasingly common use of 

alternative, pan-style anchorage systems. Identification of these factors guides future mitigation 

and education efforts, and gives targeted directions for future research.  
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1. Introduction  
 

Mobile and manufactured homes (MMH) are prefabricated wood-frame structures that can 

be transported on the steel frame upon which they are constructed. Manufactured homes are very 

practical and affordable, leading to their sustainable and even growing popularity. According to a 

Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) report, manufactured homes made up 36.7% of all new 

homes sold in 1982. They remained very popular in the 1980s and 1990s, comprising at least 23% 

of all new homes bought every single year during that time span [1]. One reason for their success 

was that in 1985, the cost of a manufactured home ($20.19 per square foot (sqft)) was less than 

half of the cost of a site-built home ($45.18 per sqft) [2]. A report from 2001 estimated that 

manufactured homes made up over 25% of all dwellings in the United States [3].  

However, since 2005, manufactured homes have only comprised between 10-15% of new 

homes purchased. This is not due to a change in cost, as the average cost of a manufactured home 

in 2017 ($50.42 per sqft) was still less than half the cost of a site-built home ($111.05 per sqft) [4]. 

One reason behind the slight decrease in popularity may be the commonly perceived notion that 

manufactured homes are not safe in disasters. Many well documented hurricanes and tornadoes 

have led to the destruction of MMH, and questions about their resiliency have repeatedly arisen 

after these events. From 1985 to 2017, 54% of all housing-related tornado fatalities occurred in 

MMH, despite comprising only 6% of the total U.S. housing stock [5]. Additionally, a study by 

Ashley (2007) separated the fatality statistics into 5-year intervals from 1986-2005, and the results 

showed that the percentage of fatalities occurring in MMH grew from 37.2% (1986-90) to 56.7% 

(2001-05) [6]. These studies support the idea that occupants sheltering in MMH during an extreme 

wind event are at a higher risk of fatality.  



 13 

The objective of this study is to determine the cause of that enhanced fatality risk, 

particularly focusing on MMH exposed to tornado hazards. In order to do so, the design 

requirements that govern manufactured homes must first be understood. Also, an understanding of 

the load path for resisting lateral wind loads is essential, as one component failure in this path 

could lead to the destruction of the entire structure. One critical part of the load path is the 

anchorage system, as it is highlighted as a common failure pattern in the results of post-tornado 

damage assessments performed by T.P. Marshall et al. [7]ï[9]. Therefore, the different types and 

requirements for them will be discussed in detail. Second, past hurricane studies will be reviewed 

to provide a broad view of performance statistics and common failure mechanisms. These failure 

mechanism statistics can help highlight deficiencies in the load path, as well as patterns of failure. 

Also, many experimental tests have been performed on ground anchors, which are a common 

component in the anchorage system load path. Third, post-tornado damage assessments conducted 

by the author and others reveal patterns in MMH failure mechanisms, similar to post-hurricane 

damage assessments, and the key findings from those studies will be presented and discussed. 

Fourth, anchorage tie-down strap samples collected from those assessments were tested, and the 

results will be presented and compared to the ground anchor tests performed in the past. Finally, 

the results from a numerical modeling of a manufactured home will be presented to check the 

adequacy of the requirements governing their design. Each of these steps works to present a holistic 

assessment of the issue of manufactured home vulnerability, and to answer the question of why 

these homes have an enhanced fatality risk. 
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2. Structural Design Background 
 

Although the terms ñmobileò and ñmanufacturedò are used interchangeably when 

referencing these homes, they have technical differences. Mobile homes are prefabricated, 

transportable houses that were built and installed prior to 1976, while manufactured homes are 

those constructed and installed during and after 1976. Throughout this study, ñMMHò will be used 

when referring to both mobile and manufactured homes, while the term ñmanufactured homeò will 

only refer to those constructed during or after 1976. The change in nomenclature coincides with 

the National Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974, which was 

passed by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The structural design 

of manufactured homes is governed by HUD, and the standards and requirements for designing 

and implementing manufactured homes can be found in the Manufactured Home Construction and 

Safety Standards (MHCSS). The HUD act passed in 1974 required all manufactured homes 

installed after June 15, 1976, to meet the MHCSS requirements. This was the first step in 

improving the structural design of manufactured housing. In those original requirements, wind 

loading was determined from location, split into two wind zones. The Hurricane Wind Zone, near 

the coast, used a basic ñfastest mileò design wind speed of 90 miles per hour (mph) at 30 feet (ft) 

above ground in open terrain. The Standard Wind Zone used a ñfastest mileò wind speed of 70 

mph with the same parameters [10]. However, the destruction of manufactured homes due to 

Hurricane Andrew in 1992, as well as other disasters, prompted HUD to update the MHCSS in 

1994. Before the update, manufactured homes designed using the MHCSS were 10 times more 

likely to fail in a 10-year exposure period than if they were designed using ASCE 7-88 in 

hurricane-prone areas [11], [12]. The MHCSS update in 1994 included re-zoning Wind Zones 1 

and 2 and adding a Wind Zone 3. Wind Zones 2 and 3, which were the closest to the coast, were 
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updated to closely resemble the wind design provisions that were required by ASCE 7-93 [13], 

[14]. However, the original MHCSS provisions for the Standard Wind Zone were applied directly 

to the new Wind Zone 1 without any updates. This version of the MHCSS is still in effect and the 

provisions for Wind Zone 1 will be further discussed, as the majority of manufactured homes 

impacted by tornadoes fall within this zone.  

 

2.1.  Wind Loading Design Requirements 
 

The wind loading provisions for manufactured homes can be found in 24 CFR Part 3280 

of the MHCSS [15]. This section provides requirements covering everything from interior layout 

to the transportation of the home. The lateral design load requirements are in Subpart D, Body and 

Frame Construction Requirements, which provides requirements to ensure the strength and 

durability of the structure. Included in this section are the specific design parameters such as dead, 

live, and wind loads. However, it states that the ñroof live load or snow load shall not be considered 

as acting simultaneously with the wind loadò, and that ñfloor live loads shall not be considered as 

resisting the overturning moment due to wind.ò Therefore, the wind loads typically control the 

design in Alabama and the surrounding states, as it requires greater resistance and thus prioritized 

over the live loads and snow loads.  

For homes located in Wind Zone 1, the design wind load is prescribed as a simultaneous 

combination of a 15 pounds per square foot (psf) net horizontal load and a 9 psf uplift load (plan 

view). The horizontal pressure is only applied to the side wall and not the vertical roof projection, 

so long as the roof angle is less than 20 degrees. These pressures are calculated from the 70 mph 

fastest mile wind speed (Vfm) using Allowable Stress Design (ASD). Presently, structures are 
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typically designed using ASCE 7-16, which utilizes an ultimate 3-second gust wind speed (Vult) 

with Load and Resistance Factor Design (LRFD). Equation 16-34 in the 2006 International 

Building Code (IBC) can be used to convert between the two types of wind speeds, as shown 

below [16]. First, the fastest mile wind speed must be converted to a 3-second gust (V3s) (Eq. 2-

1), and then it must be converted from ASD to the LRFD ultimate wind speed (Vult) (Eq. 2-2). 

ὠ  ρȢπυzὠ  ρπȢυ     Eq. 2-1 

 

ὠ   ὠ   zЍρȢυ      Eq. 2-2 

 

The value of 1.5 represents a factor of safety (FS) that the MHCSS requires to be applied 

to loads on the anchorage system. Therefore, the anchorage must simultaneously resist both a net 

horizontal pressure of 22.5 psf and a vertical uplift of 13.5 psf. This differs from modern ASD to 

LRFD conversion in ASCE 7-16 [17], in which separate load combinations are used to account for 

the difference between the two methods. For LRFD, the 3-second wind speed pressure is 

multiplied by 1.0 to calculate the ultimate load, but for ASD the 3-second wind speed pressure is 

multiplied by 0.6 to reduce it to an allowable load. However, for manufactured home design, the 

70 mph fastest mile wind speed is already given as an allowable load design wind speed. Therefore, 

the resulting net lateral pressure of 15 psf is an allowable design load. The FS of 1.5 is then used 

to increase the pressures to an ultimate load design. Using the equations listed above, the 70 mph 

fastest mile design wind speed converts to an ultimate 3-second design wind speed of 103 mph. It 

is important to note that the loads for homes in Wind Zones 2 and 3 are not required to be increased 

by this factor of safety, as it is assumed that the factors of safety are incorporated into the choice 

of design wind speed.  
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Subpart D also lists requirements for specific anchorage components. There are different 

types of anchorage systems, but almost all of them use some configuration of flat metal straps and 

ground anchors. These metal straps must be successfully tested in accordance with ASTM D3953ï

91, the Standard Specification for Strapping, Flat Steel and Seals [18]. Additionally, they must be 

a minimum of 1.25 inches (in.) wide and 0.035 in. thick, and they must have a weather resistant 

coating equivalent to a zinc coating of 0.30 ounces per square foot. The spacing requirements for 

these straps are found in a different location, but Subpart D does state that a strap and ground 

anchor must be installed no more than 2 ft from each corner of the home. Lastly, every strap-to-

ground anchor connection must have the capacity to withstand a 3,150 pounds (lbs) working load, 

with an ultimate resistance to an additional 50% load. Functionally, each anchorage component 

must ultimately resist 4,725 lbs of tension without failure. Other than obvious failure mechanisms 

such as ground anchor pullout or strap breakage, the MHCSS does not specify failure criteria for 

the anchorage system. However, the International Residential Code (IRC) specifies ground anchor 

failure as a vertical displacement of 2 in. or a horizontal displacement of 4 in. [19]. Although this 

does not apply to all states, some have adopted a similar requirement. The Alabama Manufactured 

Housing Commission Administrative Code defines serviceability failure as 2 in. vertical 

displacement or 3 in. horizontal displacement [20]. However, the IRC failure criteria was used in 

several of the ground anchor testing studies discussed in Section 3.2.   

 

2.2.  Anchorage System Requirements 
 

The installation procedures of a manufactured home are governed by 24 CFR Part 3285 of 

the MHCSS [21].  Subparts C and D provide important requirements regarding the installment of 
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the foundation, while Subpart E provides anchorage system installation requirements. Foundations 

of manufactured homes typically consist of concrete masonry block piers placed on square or 

continuous footings, though the piers can also be pressure-treated wood. These piers support the 

I-beam rails spanning the length of the home, and the spacing is determined by the structure load 

and the bearing capacity of the soil. Typical pier spacing is 4-8 ft, measured center-to-center, down 

the length of the frame. The I-beams are designed to transfer all loads on the structure into the 

foundation, so they must be sized to sufficiently do so. There are no specific size requirements in 

the MHCSS, but the design tables for pier heights and spacing assume an I-beam depth of 10 in. 

The vertical loads from the home are transferred through the I-beams into the piers, while the 

lateral loads are transferred through the I-beams into the anchorage system. The anchorage system 

typically attaches to these I-beams, sometimes incorporating the piers into the design as well. The 

lateral loads are ultimately transferred into the ground using steel strapping or compression struts, 

depending on the type of anchorage system used. A more detailed analysis of a typical 

manufactured home load path will be discussed in Section 2.3. The MHCSS focuses primarily on 

a tie-down strap and ground anchor combination, and the requirements will be listed in Section 

2.4.1. 

 

2.3.  Typical Manufactured Home Load Path 
 

A manufactured home designed in accordance with the MHCSS requirements outlined in 

Sections 2.1 and 2.2 will have the major structural components labeled in Figure 2-1, except that 

a single-wide MH will not have the marriage line shown. Double-wide manufactured homes are 

transported in two separate sections and merged together at the permanent location of the home. 
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The marriage lines represents where the two halves are connected, usually through the floor 

structure, roof structure, and end walls. A single-wide home would not include a marriage line, or 

any of the components related to it. Instead, the home would be approximately half of the width 

shown and would only require two rows of piers supporting the two I-beam rails. Also, the diagram 

displays a strap and ground anchor anchorage system, as described in the MHCSS. However, 

approved alternative anchorage systems may transfer the loads differently than shown below. 

These alternate systems are described in Section 2.4. 

 

 

Figure 2-1. Typical structural components of a manufactured home (modified based on Figure 2-6 in 

FEMA (2009) [22]) 

 

The load path typically begins with the side wall and roof structures. Wind loads are 

collected by the cladding on these components and transferred into the roof trusses and stud walls. 

In the case of roof loads, the roof trusses then transfer the loads into the walls through the roof-to-

wall connection. The stud walls then transfer both the roof loads and the side wall loads into the 

floor diaphragm through the wall-to-floor connection. Next, the floor diaphragm transfers all loads, 

including the gravity dead load of the structure itself, into the steel-frame chassis (I-beam rails) 

spanning the length of the structure. Finally, the chassis transfers the loads into the foundation and 
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anchorage systems. The concrete masonry block piers function to resist the gravity loads, while 

the anchorage systems resists the lateral loads and any uplift loads that may occur. The critical 

failure points in the load path are the roof-to-wall connection, the wall-to-floor connection, and 

the anchorage system. Additionally, in double-wide homes, separation of the marriage line is a 

potential failure mechanism. These failure mechanisms will be discussed in further detail in 

Section 4.1. 

 

2.4.  Types of Anchorage Systems 
 

While the metal tie-down strap and ground anchor system that is highlighted in the MHCSS 

requirements have traditionally been the most popular anchorage system, other alternative 

anchorage systems have been developed and approved. These include anchorage of the home to a 

permanent concrete slab, spread footings, reinforced masonry stem walls, and a variety of systems 

commonly referred to as ñpan systemsò. Pan systems consist of metal tubular braces attached from 

the I-beam rails beneath the home to a metal pan or concrete footing anchored in the ground. These 

systems take advantage of the fact that typical manufactured homes have sufficient dead load to 

prevent any net design wind uplift force and focus on resisting lateral forces only. The traditional 

tie-down and ground anchor system is the most common system currently found on installed 

homes, but the pan system is gaining popularity due to its affordability and ease of installation. 

There are different variations of each of these systems, and the most common of those variations 

will be discussed below. 
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2.4.1. Tie-down Straps and Ground Anchors 

 

The tie-down strap and ground anchor system consists of metal straps connecting from the 

I-beams beneath the structure to helical steel anchors secured in the ground. These span the length 

of the structure on both sides, and the spacing requirements for these straps are listed in Part 3285 

of the MHCSS. The requirements for maximum strap spacing differ depending on the Wind Zone, 

but the provisions for homes within Wind Zone 1 are shown in Table 2-1. MHCSS minimum strap 

spacing requirements for Wind Zone 1. The strap spacing requirements are dependent upon the width 

of the home, the max pier height, and the I-beam spacing. The spacing values are calculated using 

the previously listed wind pressures, the minimum anchorage working strength requirements, a 

roof slope less than 20 degrees, and a side wall height of 7.5 ft.  

 The most common strap configuration is a ñdiagonal strapò, which is defined as being 

greater than 15 degrees from the fully vertical position, and these are required regardless of the 

Wind Zone. Straps that are span vertically to attach to the outer edge of the structure are called 

ñvertical strapsò, and are required on homes located in Wind Zones 2 and 3. These two different 

configurations are highlighted in Figure 2-2 and Figure 2-3, which are captured during field 

assessments. It can also be seen in Figure 2-3 that the diagonal strap spans to the opposite I-beam 

rather than the closest one, which is sometimes chosen when a vertical strap is present.  

 

 

 



 22 

Table 2-1. MHCSS minimum strap spacing requirements for Wind Zone 1 

Nominal Floor Width, 

Single/Double-wide 

Max Height from Ground to 

Strap Attachment 

I-beam Spacing 

82.5 in 

I-beam Spacing 

99.5 in 

12/24 ft 25 in 14 ft 2 in N/A 

33 in 11 ft 9 in N/A 

46 in 9 ft 1 in N/A 

67 in N/A N/A 

14/28 ft 25 in 18 ft 2 in 15 ft 11in 

33 in 16 ft 1 in 13 ft 6 in 

46 in 13 ft 3 in 10 ft 8 in 

67 in 10 ft 0 in N/A 

16/32 ft 25 in N/A 19 ft 5 in 

33 in 19 ft 0 in 17 ft 5 in 

46 in 16 ft 5 in 14 ft 7 in 

67 in 13 ft 1 in 11 ft 3 in 

 

 

 
 

Figure 2-2. Typical diagonal tie-down straps, attached to the near I-beam. 
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Figure 2-3. Vertical strap configuration (left) and a helical ground anchor (right) 

 

The heads of the ground anchors can also be seen in the two figures above. The ground 

anchors are typically 30 in. to 60 in. long, with helical disks around the bottom of the shaft. These 

are typically drilled into the ground until only the head shows, angled slightly away from the 

direction that the strap spans. The length of the anchor and diameter of the helical disks is 

dependent upon the soil classification. The metal strap, after being attached to the frame of the 

home, is then coiled inside the head of the anchor and tightened until the desired tension is met.  

In addition to the ground anchors, a stabilizer plate is often required at each anchor. These steel 

plates, usually 12 in. to 17 in. wide, are driven into the ground adjacent to the ground anchors, in 

the direction that the strap tensile force is coming from. Their purpose is to add to the bearing 

surface area the soil is pushing against to resist lateral movement of the anchor.  
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2.4.2. Alter native Anchorage Systems 

 

In Alabama, the most common form of alternative anchorage systems is the pan system. 

There are different variations of this type of system, but our post-tornado assessments indicate that 

the most common type of pan system is what is commonly referred to as an Oliver pan system. 

More specifically, it is the 1100 ñVò Series Pan System [23], created by Oliver Technologies, Inc. 

The basic configuration can be seen in Figure 2-4 below. These systems have gained popularity 

recently because of their cost effectiveness and ease of implementation. 

 

Figure 2-4. 1100 "V" Series Pan System [24] 

 

Essentially, a metal pan with elongated, sharp corners is firmly pressed into the ground, 

directly under one of the main rails where a pier would usually be. Metal tubular braces are then 

attached to the top of the pan and connected to the main I-beam rails. The most important brace 

spans from the pan to the top of the opposite rail, and its purpose is to provide lateral resistance 

for the home. Two other braces extend up from the pan to the I-beam rail above, angled away from 

each other to form a ñVò, hence the name. The ñVò shaped braces help transfer the dead weight of 

the home down into the pan, pressing it further into the soil. This is important because the friction 
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between the pan and the soil ultimately creates the lateral force resistance for the home. If the 

home was lifted several inches, the pan would no longer be pressed into the soil and the lateral 

brace would have nothing to transfer the load into. This issue is common with most pan systems 

and can only be remedied by utilizing something other than the dead weight of the home as a way 

of attaching the pan to the ground. The ñVò shaped braces also provide longitudinal lateral 

resistance for the home. There are typically two pan systems per home, with one located near each 

end. They are placed beneath opposite I-beam rails, so the longer lateral arms extend in opposite 

directions of each other. If the roof slope is less than 20 degrees, only two pan systems are required 

for both single-wide and double-wide homes in Wind Zone 1. Additional pan systems may be 

required if the roof slope is greater than 20 degrees, but that scenario is very uncommon with 

manufactured homes. It is important to note that single-wide homes with pan systems also typically 

have four traditional straps and ground anchors located at each corner of the home to provide 

additional lateral and uplift force resistance. A picture of an actual Oliver pan system is shown in 

Figure 2-5 and was taken during a field assessment.  

A variation of the typical pan system is the Xi2 System [25]. The Xi2 System was created 

by Tie-Down Engineering, a manufactured home anchorage development company. The Xi2 

System is very similar to the Oliver pan system, with the only major difference being that the metal 

pan is placed beneath a pier rather than replacing one. It also does not require the ñVò struts for 

longitudinal resistance, although one or two is sometimes utilized. Figure 2-6 below shows a basic 

diagram of the system. Similar to the pan system, homes typically have two Xi2 systems placed 

near the end of each home. The required number of Xi2 systems may increase if the roof slope is 

greater than 20 degrees, and it also increases to 3 systems if the length of the home is greater than 

76 ft and located within Wind Zone 1.  
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Figure 2-5. Oliver Pan system in use. 

 

 

 
 

Figure 2-6. Xi2 system diagram [25] 
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Another variation of the pan system is the Longitudinal and Lateral Bracing System 

(LLBS) [26], created by Minute Man Anchors, Inc. It closely resembles the Oliver pan system and 

the Xi2 system with a few differences. The main difference is that the lateral and longitudinal 

braces are attached to a concrete footing rather than a metal pan. Similar to the Xi2 system, the 

footing is located beneath a pier, but the footing is large enough that the braces can be bolted to it 

beside the pier. As with the other pan systems, this system requires one brace within 10 ft of each 

end of the home.  

The Vector Dynamics Foundation System was created by Tie-Down Engineering, the same 

company that makes the Xi2 System, and is approved for use with single-wide and double-wide 

homes. The vector system uses the same metal straps that have been previously described but 

utilizes two attachment points to increase their resistance to uplift.  A diagram of the system 

configuration can be seen in Figure 2-7. Overall, the anchorage system uses a combination of the 

vector dynamics attachment and the traditional strap and ground anchor configuration, alternating 

each system down the length of the home. As for the vector system itself, special metal pans are 

placed underneath adjacent piers and the ground anchors are attached to these pans on the outside 

edge of each pier. A brace is then placed spanning between the two piers, attached to the metal 

pans and the ground. The brace must have adequate compressive strength to withstand the forces 

transferred from the straps. Once the brace is in place, the metal tie-down straps are connected 

from the head of the anchor, over the top of the I-beam frame, to the opposite end of the brace. 

The system is designed to resist both lateral forces and uplift forces. A number of requirements 

must be met to install this system, and they can be found in the Tie-Down Engineering Vector 

Dynamics Foundation System User Manual [27].  
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Figure 2-7. Vector Dynamics system diagram 
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3. Past Studies Assessing MMH  Performance 
 

Field studies assessing the structural performance of MMH have been conducted after 

many severe hurricanes, most notably Hurricane Andrew in 1992. Post-hurricane damage provides 

valuable information regarding the structural performance of MMH, as hundreds of homes in the 

affected area experience similar wind loading pressures. Therefore, structural components can be 

compared over large sample sizes of homes, oftentimes highlighting load path deficiencies.  

While large-scale assessments identify general load path issues, experimental testing 

enables the evaluation of specific structural components under known loads. Presently, the main 

manufactured home component subjected to experimental testing has been ground anchors, as 

there is a large degree of uncertainty in the load capacity of them. Section 3.2 highlights the results 

from these studies to provide a comparison between capacity expectations and reality. 

 

3.1.  Post-Hurricane Damage Assessments 
 

In 1992, Hurricane Andrew struck the southern coast of Florida as a Category 4 hurricane, 

causing immense wind damage and flooding. The hurricane then reentered the Gulf of Mexico 

heading west until turning north to directly hit the Louisiana coast as a Category 4. Heavy wind 

damage was dealt to all types of structures, but especially to MMH. In Dade County, Florida, over 

5,000 MMH were destroyed [28]. Many damage assessments were performed in both Florida and 

Louisiana with an emphasis on determining the factors contributing to such a high degree of MMH 

destruction [29]ï[34]. A greater emphasis was placed on this damage because 97% of MMH 

located in Dade County were destroyed, while only 11% of site-built homes in the same area were 

destroyed [31]. 
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One major issue that emerged was the inadequacy of the anchorage systems of the MMH 

in both states. At the time, Florida and Louisiana did not strictly enforce the MHCSS regulations 

regarding the installation of MMH, so anchorage systems were often neglected in order to keep 

costs low. Many homes in Louisiana either did not have an anchorage system or had too few straps 

and ground anchors [31], [33]. Similarly, many of the MMH assessed in Florida had anchorage 

systems but did not meet the minimum requirements for them. The major failure mechanism of 

anchorage systems in Florida was ground anchor pullout [30], [31], which will be discussed in 

further detail in Section 3.2.  

The inadequacy of the anchorage systems resulted in greater damage to the homes. In a 

field study performed by Levitan et. al. [33] in Louisiana, a total of 217 damaged MMH were 

assessed. A primary damage mechanism was assigned to each home, selected from the following 

three categories: anchorage, roof/wall, and tree/missile. Of the 217 homes assessed, 55% of them 

were damaged due to anchorage failure while only 34% were damaged due to roof/wall failure. 

Additionally, when the data is constrained to homes experiencing major damage, the damage due 

to anchorage failure rose to 57%, while the damage due to roof/wall failure rose to 39%. These 

results are very similar to that of a similar study performed after Hurricane Elena in 1985. Using 

the same parameters, major damage to MMH in Hurricane Elena was caused by anchorage failure 

in 44% of cases, while roof/wall failure was to blame in only 29% of cases [33], [35]. The values 

from Hurricane Elena are slightly lower due to an increase in damage caused by projectiles, but 

the ratios of anchorage failure to roof/wall failure are very similar in the two events. Clearly, 

anchorage failure was a major issue in both hurricanes, leading to the destruction of homes.  

In 1996, Hurricane Fran struck the North Carolina coastline as a Category 3 hurricane, 

causing damage from a combination of the high wind speeds and storm surge. Although the loading 
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type was different, many of the same MMH anchorage issues emerged from field studies. 

Approximately 50% of MMH experienced anchorage failure in the form of strap failure in tension, 

ground anchor pullout, and even the collapse of the piers due to localized scour [36], [37]. The 

FEMA report listed several causes for the failure of these systems, including strap corrosion, the 

use of unreinforced masonry block piers in a flood risk area, and the use of inadequately sized 

ground anchors. 

More recently, a detailed study of the damage caused by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita 

showed apparent improvements in manufactured home anchorage systems [38]. Both hurricanes 

struck Louisiana in 2005, causing immense damage from both wind and flooding. A total of 251 

MMH were assessed in detail, and only 10.0% of those homes were classified as having anchorage 

failure. Additionally, the homes were separated into three categories based on age of the home: 

Pre-1974, 1974-1994, and Post-1994. These groupings were chosen based on the major HUD 

updates to rules and regulations for manufactured homes. The Pre-1974 homes experienced 

anchorage failure in 23.3% of cases, the 1974-1994 homesô anchorage failed in 15.6% of cases, 

and the Post-1994 homes only experienced anchorage failure in 0.8% of cases. Although the failure 

percentages are lower than those from other studies, indicating that the damage may not have been 

as bad in these events overall, the relative trends within the two events still hold true. Each 

grouping had at least 60 units assessed, so the sample sizes were large enough to reliably indicate 

this trend. All  the assessed homes were located in Wind Zone 2 or 3, so the updates to the MHCSS 

in 1994 had an increased effect on them. The results clearly indicate this effect, as less than 1% of 

homes constructed after 1994 experienced anchorage failure.  
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3.2.  Ground Anchorage Experimental Testing 
 

Several studies have been performed to test the capacity of the ground anchors commonly 

used in MMH anchorage systems. These ground anchors function to resist both uplift and lateral 

forces transferred from the structure through the tie-down straps, and it is important that they match 

or exceed the capacity of the straps. As stated in Section 2.1, the tie-down strap and ground anchor 

system is required by HUD to resist a 4,725 lb tensile load without failing.  Failure, according to 

the Alabama Manufactured Home Standards, occurs when the anchor head displaces 2 in. 

vertically or 3 in. horizontally. Past studies have shown that oftentimes the ground anchors do not 

meet requirements [11], [13], [39]ï[45].  

The issues surrounding pullout capacities of ground anchors are not new, as evidenced by 

studies performed by Yokel et al. in 1979 and 1981 [39], [40]. These thorough reports tested 

several different scenarios, including different ground anchor lengths, disk sizes, disk shapes, and 

pullout angles. Informed by the authorôs field studies described in subsequent sections, the 

majority of ground anchors installed have helical disks of varying sizes and lengths, so the 

performance of helical anchors will be focused on from all past studies. In the 1979 report, of the 

9 vertical load tests performed on multiple anchor types, only 5 of them met the minimum 

requirements of the NFPA 501A-1975, which matched the current minimum requirements. 

Similarly, in the 1981 report, 6 tests were performed on 6 in. single helix anchors in both sand and 

silt at varying load angles, and none of them met the minimum requirements. The report concludes 

simply, stating that ñPresent anchoring techniques as used in the field do not provide the necessary 

support for the diagonal ties.ò It also highlights that because the tests revealed a high variability in 

ground anchor stiffness, it ñwill cause certain straps to be overloaded and fail, before other straps 

are loaded to capacity.ò 
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Further studies performed by Yokel et al. and Marshall [11] indicate even more concerning 

results and were compiled in a study by Pearson et al. in 1996 [41]. Table 3-1 below summarizes 

the results from Pearson et al., showing the capacity results from 4 ft long anchors with a 6 in. 

helical disk. Of the five scenarios tested by vertical loading, only one group met the minimum 

displacement requirements. The average load at the ultimate pullout capacity exceeded the 

requirement, but resulted in an average vertical displacement of 7 in. 

 

Table 3-1. Pullout capacities of ground anchors due to vertical loading (adapted from Table 3 in Pearson 

et al. 1996) [33] 

Soil 

Type 

Number of 

Tests 

Load at 2ò Vertical 

Displacement (lbs) 

 

Ultimate Load (lbs) 

Maximum Vertical 

Displacement (in.) 

Silta 11 4,295 5,173 7.17 

Siltb 5 2,320 3,640 11.04 

Sanda 6 4,488 5,063 3.82 

Sandb 3 5,100 5,953 4.35 

Claya 3 3,067 3,433 5.83 

Weighted Mean Values 3,938 4,773 7.00 

Note: aMoist, bWet 

 

 

 Additionally, other tests were performed by loading the anchors at various angles, as well 

as installing the anchors at slight angles against the load. The results are shown in Table 3-2, 

summarized from the results presented in Pearson et al. (1996). Additionally, Figure 3-1 

demonstrates the measurement location for each angle, taken directly from Pearson (1996). The 

resulting loads at the failure criteria displacement are extremely low, with only two of the seven 

cases reaching even half of the required load. Furthermore, the displacements recorded at the 
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ultimate pullout capacity are quite large, reinforcing the concern of Yokel et al. (1981) about large 

displacements of anchor heads causing the failure of tie-down straps.  

 

Table 3-2. Pullout capacities of ground anchors due to horizontal loading (adapted from Table 4 in 

Pearson et al. 1996) [33] 

 

Soil 

Type 

Angles 

ɗ1/ ɗ2 

(degrees) 

 

Load at 4ò Horizontal 

Displacement (lbs) 

 

 

Ultimate Load (lbs) 

 

Maximum 

Displacement (in) 

Silt 90/60 2,967 7,565 10.07 

Silt 90/45 1,350 7,933 13.85 

Sand 90/40 2,583 6,187 9.08 

Clay 90/40 767 3,267 18.60 

Silt 135/60 433 3,387 25.15 

Silt 135/45 413 4,243 33.80 

Silt 135/15 433 4,775 54.00 

Mean Values 1,278 5,337 23.51 

Note: Each case based on 3 tests. All tests conducted under moist soil conditions. 

 

 

 

Figure 3-1. Diagram of angles referenced by Table 3-2 (Excerpt from Figure 11 in Pearson et al. 1996) 

[41] 

 

Additional tests performed by the Wiss, Janney, Elstner (WJE) Test Program studied the 

impacts of adding stabilizer plates to the ground anchor system. These results were presented by 
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Longinow et al. and summarized by Pearson et al. [41]ï[43]. While stabilizer plates do add 

resistance capacity, the overall impact is minimal. Although in the testing they increased the 

maximum capacity by approximately 700 lbs, the anchors still did not come close to meeting the 

load-displacement requirements, even with the loads listed corresponding to a 4 in. horizontal 

displacement rather than 3 in. Additionally, it appears that the added maximum capacity came at 

a consequence of even larger displacements. Further testing was performed by WJE to assess the 

effects of varying the anchor and load angles on the overall capacity, and the results reinforce the 

very limited effect stabilizer plates have on load capacity and displacements. Similar to the results 

from Marshall (1994) [11], none of the configurations tested met the requirements for horizontal 

deflection. 

In a more recent study performed by Crandell et al. for a 2008 HUD report [44], which was 

published in an abbreviated form in 2011, 66 ground anchors were tested at 3 different sites with 

varying soil conditions. The anchors were also pulled at 3 different angles (30, 45, and 90 degrees) 

to test both the vertical and horizontal failure criteria. At each site, the soil was thoroughly tested 

and classified, and the ground anchors were chosen to meet the requirements for each particular 

soil condition. The results showed that in all cases the anchors failed well below the required 

capacity. In the vertical pull tests, the ground anchors failed at an average force of about 2,500 lbs. 

The horizontal 30 degree pull tests, performed on the same anchors with stabilizer plates, met the 

minimum horizontal displacement criteria at loads between 1,500 lbs and 2,500 lbs on average. 

Even with larger-than-required ground anchors and stabilizer plates, the average load at failure 

was approximately 2,700 lbs for the 30 degree pull tests. Similarly, the average failure load for 

anchors pulled at 45 degrees was approximately 3,500 lbs. These results add to the overwhelming 

conclusion that ground anchors do not consistently provide the required capacity. 
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Upon reviewing the many ground anchor studies performed in the past, Mays suggests that 

a realistic mean for the ultimate load capacity for ground anchors is 2,363 lbs, rather than the 4,725 

lb capacity currently required [45]. He further explains that the failure issue may be due to the low 

factor of safety associated with ground anchors. While studies suggest that upward loading in soil 

should require a FS of 3.0 ï 6.0, the current HUD code prescribes a FS of only 1.5 [45], [46]. 

However, using the suggested realistic mean for anchor capacity, the actual FS of these ground 

anchors is less than 1. This indicates a legitimate issue with ground anchor design, and examples 

of anchor pullout are discussed further in Section 4.1.   
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4. Post-Tornado Damage Assessments 
 

Field assessments following damaging tornado events are critical tools for capturing 

perishable data on the in-situ performance of MMH during extreme wind events. Oftentimes, 

especially after tornadoes, the debris is cleaned up quickly and the potential data goes with it. 

Therefore, field studies must be performed quickly and efficiently in the aftermath of a tornado or 

hurricane. The studies described below were conducted in the immediate aftermath of tornadoes 

by a number of different teams. Section 4.1 presents the findings from detailed analysis of MMH 

load paths, conducted in the aftermath of tornadoes occurring within Alabama. These results 

highlight common load path failures seen in MMH, especially anchorage systems. Also, 

reoccurring issues inherent to each type of anchorage system are discussed in detail. Section 4.2 

draws data from the National Weather Service (NWS) tornado database to compare the results 

found in Section 4.1 to a significantly larger, less detailed data sample. Section 4.3 presents data 

from Sections 4.1 and 4.2, as well as other studies, to explore the enhanced risk of MMH in 

tornadoes. Finally, Section 4.4 discusses the key findings from all of the post-tornado assessments.  

 

4.1.  Qualitative Analysis of MMH Load Paths 
 

This section describes data collected over a 2 year period from 2019 to 2020 by researchers 

at Auburn University and other collaborators. The purpose of each assessment was to document 

all structures that were impacted by the event and record as much available pertinent information 

for each as possible to understand why a given structure performed as it did. Similar to the past 

hurricane studies, data gathered from damaged structures helps to highlight common failure 

mechanisms. Additionally, these assessments may highlight any structures that performed better 



 38 

than expected, and hopefully identify the reasons for their success. Overall, field assessments of 

tornado damage seek to understand the interaction between tornado wind loads and structural load 

paths, identifying both the successful components and the areas that need improvements. 

4.1.1. Assessment Methods 

 

The post-tornado damage assessments conducted utilized several different techniques, 

including door-to-door forensic assessments, drone imagery on the scale of a single home to an 

entire neighborhood, drive-by assessments, and aerial imagery of the entire tornado damage path. 

Additionally, in the case of MMH with traditional anchorage systems, tie-down strap samples were 

collected to be tested to their full capacity. These results are shown in Section 5. Each assessment 

technique offers unique value, and they can all be combined to get a more complete understanding 

of a tornado and the damage it caused. Door-to-door forensic assessments offer the most detailed 

analysis of structures and are usually conducted in areas experiencing the worst damage. Specific 

failure mechanisms can be revealed from this analysis, and the strap samples were all collected 

during these assessments. Drive-by assessments are useful for quickly obtaining a general 

understanding of the damage, determining the path of the tornado, and determining the width and 

intensity of the tornado by assessing cross-sectional cuts through the damage path. Drone imagery 

can be useful for analyzing large buildings such as warehouses, entire neighborhoods, and MMH 

parks. The three-dimensional point clouds from drones enable near door-to-door level remote 

assessments after the fact. Finally, aerial imagery is typically captured in the immediate aftermath 

of the tornado, and it can assist in locating the target area for other assessments, mapping out the 

damage path and width, and even enable the mapping of tree-fall patterns to model the tornado 

intensity [47].  
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The information for each structure assessed was compiled in the Fulcrum smartphone 

application, which is a mobile data collection platform developed by Spatial Networks, Inc. The 

app attaches building data and photos to the location of the structure, enabling the convenient and 

efficient storage of the data. The gathered data included external building attributes, structural 

attributes, and damage notes. As previously stated, one of the purposes of these assessments was 

to identify any patterns that emerged in load path failures, component failures, or unexpected 

structural successes, so it was important to record all of the available structural information about 

each home. Additionally, other resources such as public county records databases were used to 

gather information such as the age of each structure.  

The Enhanced Fujita (EF) Scale was used to classify the damage to each structure [48]. 

The EF Scale uses descriptive damage states of specific building types to estimate tornado wind 

speeds. The building type are classified as Damage Indicators (DIs), such as single-wide (DI 3) 

and double-wide (DI 4) manufactured homes. For each DI, there is a generally progressive list of 

damage descriptions known as degrees of damage, or DOD. Each DOD classification is associated 

with an expected wind speed, as well as an upper bound and lower bound wind speed, required to 

cause the observed damage. The resulting estimated wind speed for the given structure is 

determined by the quality of construction relative to the average quality. An above-average 

constructed building will result in an expected wind speed near the upper bound, while a poorly 

constructed building with the exact same damage may indicate a wind speed closer to the lower 

bound. For a given tornado, several structures and other damage indicators (such as trees) are used 

to determine an estimated wind field and resulting EF Rating. The EF Rating simply bins the 

overall expected wind speeds into 6 categories, EF0 ï EF5. Table 4-1, Table 4-2, and Table 4-3 
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below show the DOD descriptions for single-family residences (site-built homes) (DI 2), single-

wide manufactured homes (DI 3), and double-wide manufactured homes (DI 4), respectively. 

 

Table 4-1. DOD's for Single-Family Residences (DI 2) 

DOD 
Damage Description EXP LB UB 

1 Threshold of visible damage 65 53 80 

2 Loss of roof covering material (<20%), gutters, and/or 

awning; loss of metal or vinyl siding 

79 63 97 

3 Broken glass in doors and windows 96 79 114 

4 Uplift of roof deck and loss of significant roof covering 

material (>20%); collapse of chimney; garage doors collapse 

inward; failure of porch or carport 

97 81 116 

5 Entire house shifts off foundation 121 103 141 

6 Large sections of roof structure removed; most walls remain 

standing 

122 104 142 

7 Top floor exterior walls collapsed 132 113 153 

8 Most interior walls of top story collapsed 148 128 173 

9 Most walls collapsed in bottom floor, except small interior 

rooms 

152 127 178 

10 Total destruction of the entire building 170 142 198 

 

Table 4-2. DOD's for Single-Wide Manufactured Homes (DI 3) 

DOD Damage Description EXP LB UB 

1 Threshold of visible damage 61 51 76 

2 Loss of shingles or partial uplift of one-piece metal roof 

covering 

74 61 92 

3 Unit slides off of block piers but remains upright 87 72 103 

4 Complete uplift of roof; most walls remain standing 89 73 112 

5 Unit rolls on its side or upside down; remains essentially 

intact 

98 84 114 

6 Destruction of roof and walls leaving floor and 

undercarriage in place 

105 87 123 

7 Unit rolls or vaults; roof and walls separate from floor and 

undercarriage 

109 96 128 

8 Undercarriage separates from unit; rolls, tumbles, and is 

badly bent 

118 101 136 

9 Complete destruction of the unit; debris blown away 127 110 148 
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Table 4-3. DOD's for Double-Wide Manufactured Homes (DI 4) 

DOD Damage Description EXP LB UB 

1 Threshold of visible damage 61 51 76 

2 Loss of shingles or other roof covering (<20%) 76 62 88 

3 Damaged porches or carports 78 67 96 

4 Broken windows 83 68 95 

5 Uplift of roof deck and loss of significant roof covering 

material (>20%) 

88 75 108 

6 Complete uplift of roof; most walls remain standing 93 77 110 

7 Unit slides off CMU block piers 94 78 109 

8 Removal of entire roof structure leaving most walls standing 97 80 117 

9 Destruction of roof and walls leaving floor and 

undercarriage in place 

113 93 131 

10 Unit rolls, displaces, or vaults 114 82 130 

11 Undercarriage separates from floor, rolls and tumbles, badly 

bent 

127 109 145 

12 Complete destruction of the unit; debris blows away 134 119 154 

 

 

All of the above assessment techniques were utilized to compile useful structural damage 

information from several tornadoes onto Fulcrum to be processed and analyzed. In each tornado 

studied, the goal was to assess every affected structure along the damage path, including those 

with no visible damage. The results are presented and discussed in Section 4.3. 

4.1.2. Observations from Each Local Tornado Assessment 

 

A total of six tornadoes were studied to compile the data in this section, and a summary of 

each event can be seen in Table 4-4. Also, a figure showing the locations of each event can be seen 

in Figure 4-1. The statistics given in the table and the tornado paths shown in the figure were 

sourced from reports provided by the National Weather Service (NWS) local forecast offices. Each 

tornado was assessed following the procedures outlined in Section 4.1.1 above, with minor 

variations dependent upon the size of the event. The listed tornadoes were chosen for damage 



 42 

assessments due to the presence of damaged MMH. The following sections detail each assessment, 

outlining the methods and techniques utilized. Additionally, some general observations gathered 

from each event are briefly discussed. 

 

Table 4-4. Summary of tornadoes assessed 

Location Date 

Path 

Length 

Path 

Width  

EF 

Rating Injuries  Fatalities 

Lee County, AL 3-Mar-19 26.64 mi 1600 yds EF-4 90 23 

Carrollton, AL 11-Jan-20 6.33 mi - EF-2 - 3 

Town Creek, AL 16-Dec-19 18.58 mi 370 yds EF-2 3 2 

Spring Hill, AL 6-Feb-20 1.29 mi 400 yds EF-1 1 1 

Troy, AL 14-Apr-19 2.81 mi 300 yds EF-1 0 0 

Kingville, AL 23-Feb-19 9.22 mi 700 yds EF-1 0 0 

 

 

Figure 4-1. Map of tornadoes assessed 
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Lee County, AL 

The largest tornado studied to date was an EF-4 tornado that hit Lee County, AL, on March 

3, 2019. The tornado path extended into Georgia as well, but the majority of the damage it caused 

was in Alabama so that was the focus of the assessment. It significantly impacted the community, 

kill ing 23 people and injuring 90 others. Due to the significance of the event, every building 

throughout the damage path was assessed either remotely through the aerial imagery, through 

drive-by assessments, or through door-to-door assessments. However, this study will focus only 

on the results from MMH. Multiple trips were taken in the aftermath of the tornado to study the 

damage, and a total of 95 MMH were assessed through a combination of door-to-door and drive-

by assessments. Additionally, a detailed forensic analysis was conducted on each MMH that 

experienced structural damage. These MMH make up the majority of the database for this section. 

The damage was initially mapped using aerial imagery, which was used to locate major areas of 

interest. These areas were then visited by teams of researchers to conduct door-to-door 

assessments. Overall, a number of different failure mechanisms were seen in MMH due to this 

tornado and are described below. While an MMH with any one of these failure mechanisms would 

be considered destroyed, the failures exist along a spectrum with respect to life safety. 

A failure mechanism seen in one particular structure was separation at the marriage line. 

Figure 4-2 shows two perspectives of the same structure failing in this way. Overall, this particular 

failure is less of a life safety risk, as a large portion of the structure remained together. This failure 

is due to inadequate connections between the two halves, and was infrequently observed.  
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Figure 4-2. Failure at the marriage line 

 

The least severe type of structural failure in MMH is the failure of the roof-to-wall 

connection, as it leaves the structure remaining upright and relatively safe. A picture of this type 

of failure can be seen in Figure 4-3. This type of failure occurs when the dead weight of the home 

and the anchorage systems provide adequate resistance of the uplift forces, but the connection 

between the roof trusses and the top plate of the wall cannot withstand the uplift forces. As seen 

in the left side of Figure 4-3, a consequence of losing the roof diaphragm is that the walls lose their 

top attachment point, and act as a cantilever, making them more prone to failure. Overall, this type 

of failure is typically not life-threatening to occupants and is preferred over the following failure 

mechanisms because the loss of the load-collecting elements in the roof also reduce the uplift loads 

acting on the building. 
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Figure 4-3. Failure of the roof-to-wall connection 

 

The next critical point in the MMH load path is the wall-to-floor connection. This could 

occur if the roof-to-wall connection fails first, leaving the walls vulnerable, or it could occur simply 

due to an inadequate connection. Figure 4-4 shows a single home from different sides, illustrating 

the consequences of this type of failure. In a tornado, the stud walls experience a combined loading 

of lateral pressures and uplift. If the windward wall fails at the floor connection, the home will 

most likely be destroyed, placing the occupant in significant danger of being struck by debris.  

The final and most critical component in the lateral load path is the anchorage system. As 

discussed in the post-hurricane MMH studies, anchorage failures are common under high wind 

loads, and the same issues were revealed in this tornado. There are different degrees of anchorage 

failure as defined by the EF Scale, indicating different wind speeds. The first and least destructive 

type of anchorage failure occurs when the MMH simply slides off of the piers, as seen in Figure 

4-5. In this case, the anchorage system does not rupture, but deflects beyond what the piers can 

withstand. This may be due to ground anchor deflections as discussed in Section 3.2, or yielding 
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of the straps. However, this type of failure is not life-threatening to the occupants, as the MMH 

remains intact. 

 

 

Figure 4-4. Failure of the wall-to-floor connection 

 

 

Figure 4-5. Sliding off the home off the foundation 
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 The other two failure mechanisms of anchorage systems are much more catastrophic to the 

structure, and consequently to the occupants. The first is the rolling of the MMH, as seen in Figure 

4-6. In this case, the anchorage fails, resulting in the lateral loads rolling the home in the windward 

direction. Sometimes the structure essentially remains impact as seen in the picture, but the debris 

within the home may put the occupant in danger. The worst type of failure for any MMH, however, 

is the lofting of the home. When winds are strong enough and/or of sufficient duration, the structure 

is lifted up and thrown, or lofted, in the windward direction. In most cases the home is completely 

destroyed upon impact, resulting in a low chance of survival for any occupants. The result of 

lofting can be seen in Figure 4-7, as evidenced by the chassis being wrapped around a tree several 

yards off of the ground.  

 

 

Figure 4-6. Rolling of a MMH 

 
























































































































